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January Highlights
Participants in our Photography Program have been busy learning interview techniques and
skills to prepare them for the Living Library Project. In January, they completed their first
round of interviews with community members to learn more about the history of their
neighborhood.
Housing on Merit (HOM) looks forward to connecting the Girl Scouts Troop at Fort Chaplin
with another troop in the area. The two troops will work together on a project centered around
nature and gardening.
HOM is excited to announce its new partnership with the DC Public Library to engage youth in
out-of-school learning opportunities. In January, activities concentrated on Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM).

Living Library Project
The Living Library Project is the part of the
photography program where we invite
residents of Fort Chaplin, local community
members, and political figures of Ward 7 to tell
their stories and share their knowledge of the
history of Ward 7 with program participants.
In January, participants interviewed:

Barbara Johnson is a longtime resident of Fort
Chaplin and has been a part of the community
for over 50 years. She was one of the first
residents to move into her building when it
was newly constructed. Program participant
Juanzel Jones interviewed Ms. Johnson, and
she stressed to him the importance of giving
back to your community.

Latisha Atkins is the Constituent Services
Liaison for Councilmember Vincent Gray’s
office. In her role, she works closely with
Councilmember Gray to improve the quality
of life for Ward 7 residents. Program
participant Daniel Thomas interviewed Ms.
Atkins, during which she encouraged him to
join community leaders and actively work to
bring positive change to the neighborhood.

Girl Scouts Nature/Gardening Project
Our Girls Scouts Troop at Fort Chaplin is excited to work with another nearby

Career & Health Fair

troop on a nature and gardening project. The Fort Chaplin troop is made up of
Daisies and Brownies (participants are between the ages of 5-8), and the other
troop is made up of Juniors and Cadettes (girls between the ages of 9-13).

The troops met for the first time in January to talk about the project and come
up with project goals. Juniors and Cadettes will conduct workshops and the
project will culminate with a final planting activity in March. This is a great
opportunity for our young scouts to learn from the older girls how to advance
and stay motivated in the Girl Scouts.

New Partnership with
DC Public Library!
Housing on Merit is excited to start a new
partnership with the DC Public Library (DCPL),
who will join us every other week to conduct fun
and educational activities with the youth at Fort
Chaplin.
In January, activities concentrated on Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM). DCPL hosted a STEM craft day and a
“STEM Trivia Night,” designed to test
participants’ knowledge of the subjects. These
activities are meant to extend learning beyond the
classroom.

